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3rd I’s 7th Annual San Francisco International South Asian Film Festival (SFISAFF) 

Wraps as One of the 2009 Festival Winners

3rd i’s 7th Annual San Francisco International South Asian Film Festival (SFISAFF - November 5-8, 2009) is one of the successes of the festival class of 2009, wrapping with an estimated attendance of over 5,500, an increase of 15% over last year. 3rd i  hosted 14 filmmakers, actors and industry guests. Three of fourteen shows sold out, creating an exciting buzz throughout the event. The program featured one U.S. Premiere, two West Coast Premieres and eight Bay Area Premieres of feature length films.

Festival Highlights

3rd I  opened the festival with Faiza Ahmed Khan’s hilarious documentary SUPERMEN OF MALEGAON ( India, 2008) which follows the making of the micro-budget Superman, and our sold out program of local shorts (FOCUS::LOCAL). This edition of the  shorts, a year-in, year-out feature of 3rd i, included the neo-benshi poet/writers Neela Banerjee and Summi Kaipa, who received wild ovations for their performances. Megan Doneman and her award-winning documentary YES MADAM, SIR and its subject Kiran Bedi got a standing ovation on the Closing Night. YES MADAM, SIR chronicles the trials, tribulations and ultimate transcendence of India's first female police officer, a tireless reformer for change. Kiran Bedi cut an inspiring figure, full of determination and the joy of life,  and was such a hit that she spent forty-five minutes posing for pictures with guests at the reception.

Other films that received the audience’s acclaim included the sellouts LOVE IN INDIA (Kaushik Mukherjee, AKA Q) and the howlingly fun QUICK GUN MURUGUN (Shashank Ghosh). Audience members came out in their cowboy fashions for this late night screening. Another highlight was the archival Guru Dutt epic FULL MOON which included Q&A by Dutt’s son Arun Dutt. And local filmmaker Tariq Tapa arrived from Kashmir just in time to screen his debut feature ZERO BRIDGE.  Also attending were Joseph Mathew (for an almost sold-out screening of BOMBAY SUMMER), Baljit Sangra (WARRIOR BOYZ), Avie Luthra (MAD, SAD & Bad), Kaushik Mukherjee, AKA Q (LOVE IN INDIA), and all the local shorts filmmakers. A number of visiting filmmakers were impressed by the warm reception and astute observations from Bay Area audiences. This was a highlight of their 3rd I experience, they said.

The 8th Annual SFISAFF will be November 11-14, 2010.

3rd I gratefully acknowledges its sponsors

SFISAFF is supported in part by Wells Fargo, Emirates Air, Andes Capital Group, Hotel Triton, Zipcar, The Roxie Theater, The Castro Theatre, The Center for Asian American Media, California Institute of Integral Studies, Dosa Restaurant, PsPrint, Lagunitas Brewing Company, Roti Indian Bistro, Whole Foods SOMA, Dipti Ghosh - Ghosh Financial Group of Wells Fargo Advisors, Sujal Nanvati, MD, Kimi and Shankar Bhattacharya, Kasa Indian Eatery, UC Berkeley Center for South Asia Studies, Adolph Gasser Inc., Asian Art Museum, Baobab Village, The Chai Cart,  SACHI, SAJA, Trader Joe’s, Global Performance Media, AAPIP, California Arts Council, Grants for the Arts, James Irvine Foundation, Phyllis Wattis Foundation, San Francisco Arts Commission, Thendara Foundation, Wallace Alexander Gerbode Foundation, Walter and Elise Haas Fund, Zellerbach Family Foundation, William and Flora Hewlett Foundation, Hyphen, KPFA, Hard Knock Radio, Yelp.com, Miracle Foundation, Soumi and Satish Gupta, Manisha Israni, Cj Jiang, Sumati Patel-Pareek, Chandre Sarkar, Sulata Sarkar, Abhijit Shah, Kala Venugopal Shah, Sareena Singh and Kaveena Singh, Gita and Ashok Vaish, Susie Willemsz-Geeroms, Sanjeev Bery, Ed Branstetter, Ravi Chandra, Manjula Jonnalagadda , Nayeem Lokhandwala, Nadine May and Lutfus Sayeed.

About 3rd i

3rd I (www.thirdi.org/~sf) is a non-profit, national organization committed to promoting diverse images of South Asians through independent film. We represent filmmakers and audiences from Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal, The Maldives, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Tibet, and the South Asian Diaspora. We support our mission by providing film screenings, filmmaking courses, networking resources, and a distribution channel for the South Asian-American film community and our audiences.

992 Valencia Street, San Francisco, CA 94110.
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