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For immediate release

Media contact:  Larsen Associates-Karen Larsen
415/ 957-1205 or larsenassc@aol.com (Number not to be published)
Press materials will be available in early September (along with the complete festival lineup). The festival website will go live the first week of October.
3rd i South Asian Films Presents:
3rd i’s Eighth Annual San Francisco 
International South Asian Film Festival

SAN FRANCISCO, August 16, 2010 – 3rd i is pleased to announce the 8th Annual San Francisco International South Asian Film Festival: Bollywood and Beyond (SFISAFF), coming from November 3 to November 7, 2010. SFISAFF is the oldest South Asian film festival in the US, and as the premiere showcase for South Asian cinema in the Bay Area is proud to announce the growth of the festival from 4 days to 5 this year. Opening Night, Wednesday, November 3 will be celebrated at the VIZ Cinema, a new state-of-the-art venue in Japantown. The festival then moves to the Brava Theater for the next two days Thursday, November 4 & Friday November 5; and, over the weekend Saturday, November 6 & Sunday, November 7, the festival takes over the historic Castro Theater.
From art-house classics to documentaries, from innovative and experimental visions to cutting-edge Bollywood, 3rd i is committed to promoting diverse images of South Asians through independent film. The 2010 festival will host approximately 15 programs, including films from India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, UK and USA.

SFISAFF is bringing filmmaker Smita Bhide to present the festival’s Centerpiece film The Blue Tower at the Castro Theater on Saturday Nov. 6.  In this neo-noir, UK-based Bhide digs beneath the placid and conventional surface of Southhall, London’s Indian enclave, to come up with a dark and taboo tale about ambition, greed and discontent. This startling not-to-be-missed debut features stand-out performances from a whole new generation of British-Asian actors including Paul Chowdhry, Indira Joshi, Kayvan Novak, and Manjinder Virk.

Dev Benegal’s Road, Movie is scheduled for Closing Night at the Castro Theater. This US/India co-production is a celebration of the transformative power of cinema.  Restless Vishnu itches to escape his father's faltering hair oil business. Transporting an old truck across the desert to a local museum seems like his ticket to freedom. As he sets off across the harsh terrain, he discovers he's not merely transporting a battered vehicle, but an old touring cinema. And so the adventure begins.
Also coming in from the UK, Hammad Khan, will accompany his film Slackistan, which ingeniously treads the line between documentary and fiction. Inspired by the Austin-based cult classic, Slackers, Khan transposes the action to the upper-class youth of Islamabad and delivers a fascinating glimpse into a Pakistan that is unreported in the Western media. A highlight of the film is its soundtrack, which features new music by the best contemporary rock/punk bands from Islamabad.

Other narrative features in the lineup include Dibankar Bannerjee’s LSD, shot entirely on spycams and surveillance cameras—it examines changing attitudes towards sexuality in India. And from Bangladesh comes the feminist tale of a woman attempting to forge a life on her own in Mostafa Sarwar Farooki’s Third Person Singular, which debuted at this year’s Rotterdam International Film Festival.

The festival presents the best in documentary films that portray the diversity and breadth of life throughout South Asia. The Truth That Wasn’t There tells the tale of three journalism students who make their way across war-ravaged Sri Lanka trying to make sense of the conflict between the Sri Lankan government and the LTTE. As students, the filmmakers are able to access people and places that professional journalists are denied—and the end result is a remarkable treatise on the nature of journalism, truth and the human condition. Filmmakers Guy Gunaratne, Phil Panchenko and Heidi Lindvall will be attending. Another documentary highlight is In Camera, which won the award for Best Documentary at the 2009 Kerala International Film Festival. This lyrical and evocative doc is a great companion piece to The Truth That Wasn’t There, as it examines the history of documentary films and activism through the eyes of an established and highly esteemed filmmaker Ranjan Palit, who will fly in from India for this screening. Festival favorite Nistha Jain’s new documentary At My Doorstep has also been confirmed for the line-up.

In keeping with 3rd i tradition, the festival will open with a showcase of local talent, including new shorts and performances by Bay Area filmmakers. Saturday night at the Castro, perennially sold-out, will once again bring the best Bollywood extravaganza to Bay Area audiences. 

For those traveling away from their families over the Diwali weekend (Nov 5 & 6), 3rd i offers an opportunity to celebrate the festival of lights on Friday night. More details will be available when we release the rest of our lineup in mid-September.

About 3rd i

3rd i (www.thirdi.org/~sf) is a non-profit, national organization committed to promoting diverse images of South Asians through independent film. 3rd i represents filmmakers and audiences from Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal, The Maldives, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Tibet, and the South Asian Diaspora. 3rd i supports its mission by providing film screenings, filmmaking courses, networking resources, and a distribution channel for the South Asian-American film community and audiences.
992 Valencia Street, San Francisco, CA 94110.
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