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3rd i South Asian Films Presents:

10th San Francisco International 

South Asian Film Festival

Moves Up to September 19-23, 2012

•

From art-house classics to documentaries, from innovative and experimental visions to cutting-edge Bollywood, 3rd i is committed to promoting diverse images of South Asians through independent film.

3rd i South Asian Films moves up on the Fall calendar to September 19 - 23, 2012 for its landmark 10th San Francisco International South Asian Film Festival: Bollywood and Beyond (SFISAFF) continuing its run at the Roxie and Castro Theaters in San Francisco. On Sunday September 30, 3rd i Films unveils its first-ever South Bay edition of the festival featuring an afternoon of screenings at the Camera12 in San Jose. 

The festival opens with San-Francisco-based filmmaker Jon Shenk's THE ISLAND PRESIDENT, the story of President Mohamed Nasheed of the Maldives, a man confronting the literal survival of his country and everyone in it due to rising sea levels. The film won the Cadillac People's Choice Documentary Award at the Toronto International Film Festival in 2011, and continues to garner rave reviews across the country. 

Bay Area filmmakers feature strongly in HOMEGROWN SHORTS, 3rd i's staple local shorts program, which goes coast-to-coast this year and features the best short films from both California and New York. Another program featuring California talent is the premier of CalArts graduate Tuni Chatterji's OKUL NODI (ENDLESS RIVER), a contemplative ethnographic doc which uses Bhatiyali (the boatman’s song of Bangladesh) to explore the dialogue between music and landscape. Also on the program is I AM MICRO, by Shumona Goel and Shai Heredia, an exquisite ode to independent filmmaking shot on 35mm.

OKUL NODI is also part of a larger thematic focus for SFISAFF 2012 – emerging voices in Bengali cinema from both sides of the India/Bangladesh border. Also from Bangladesh, director Amit Ashraf's dynamic thriller Runaway (udhao) depicts a rickshawalla’s mission to track down men running away from family responsibilities in their villages. The film was an audience favorite at the recent Goteborg Film Festival in Sweden. Surjo Deb and Ranjan Palit's ADDA: CALCUTTA/KOLKATA is a free-flowing, intimate portrait of the city and its people, using the Bengali phenomenon of “adda” – informal conversations between groups of people that go on for hours at a stretch – at street corners, cafes, markets and living rooms. 

Punjabi voices also feature strongly at this year's festival, and two of these entries are notable for their exploration of non-South Asian communities, bringing a universal eye to the human condition. Canadian filmmaker Angad Bhalla's HERMAN'S HOUSE (IDFA 2011, Hot Docs 2012) follows the relationship an artist forms with a man who’s been in solitary confinement for over three decades, embarking on a project to design and construct his dream home. Bhalla will participate in a panel discussion about prisons following the screening of the film. UK-based filmmaker Avie Luthra is back with a feature-length version of his wildly popular short film, LUCKY, which has won over 50 awards on the international film festival circuit including an Oscar nomination. Filmed in Zulu and Hindi this story of an unusual alliance between a South African boy and elderly Indian woman highlights issues of family, race and friendship in post-Apartheid South Africa. 

On the other hand, Alms FOR A Blind Horse (Anhey ghorhey da daan), which premiered at the Venice Film Festival in 2011 and recently won the Best Director, National Award for first-time helmer Gurvinder Singh, is deeply rooted in Punjabi culture and is the first Punjabi-language film to make the festival circuit. The screening is also a tribute to Indian master Mani Kaul (executive producer on the film), one of the architects of India's parallel cinema movement in the 1970s, who passed away in 2011. 

Similarly, SIKH I AM: VOICES ON IDENTITY, is a trio of shorts that articulate and assert Sikh identity from a male perspective. Mandeep Sethi’s SIKLIGAR reveals the hidden story of Sikh weapon makers; Harjant Gill’s ROOTS OF LOVE examines the changing significance of the turban; and Christina Antonakos-Wallace’s ARTICLE OF FAITH is the portrait of activist Sonny Singh who inspires young American-Sikhs to stand up for themselves. The program will be followed by a community forum which will address the most recent wave of violence against the Sikh community. 
Shorts are aplenty at this year’s festival, with a third collection of films - 3RD I INTERNATIONAL SHORTS – that feature award-winning shorts from India, Sri Lanka and the UK. A desperate daughter makes a deal with the devil in the chilling ANOTHER PLANET; a nun and her daughter struggle to escape the memories of civil war in the unsettling I TOO HAVE A NAME; a young girl negotiates sisterhood and womanhood in the moving KAVERI; a young mother is forced to play soldier in the post-apocalyptic and parched BOOND (A DROP).
As always, this year's festival gives audiences an opportunity to experience the best up and coming talent from the South Asian Diaspora, with two films from first-time directors that have made a splash on the international film festival circuit. Nirpal Bhogal's stylish urban thriller, SKET, premiered at the London International Film Festival; the film boasts a rousing hip-hop soundtrack and follows a gang of young girls who exact revenge on abusive men in East London's housing estates.  NY-based filmmaker Musa Syeed's VALLEY OF SAINTS, made a splash at the Sundance Film Festival earlier this year; Political, ecological and romantic awakenings intermingle in this lyrical neorealist feature debut set in the Kashmir Valley.

Documentary films make a strong showing at this year's festival. Nisha Pahuja's riveting doc, THE WORLD BEFORE HER, which won the World Documentary competition at Tribeca this year, examines two worlds at odds with another  - the world of beauty pageants and the world of Hindu-fundamentalist camps for women. Nishtha Jain's FAMILY ALBUM follows up on her doc City of Photos, a 3rd i audience favorite from 2006. Set in Kolkata, this doc attempts to gain some insights into our notions of family as mediated through personal photographs in private collections. DECODING DEEPAK, which was a resounding success at its SXSW premier last year, has filmmaker and journalist Gotham Chopra following his father and spiritual icon Deepak Chopra over a year, separating the man from the myth with a raw honesty only a son can have.
On the heels of the recent retrospective at the Pacific Film Archive, of the great Bollywood showman Raj Kapoor, 3rd i brings a little known work by this legend that was not included in the PFA program. JAGTE RAHO (STAY AWAKE), a satire on the Indian middle class, was a departure from Kapoor’s usual style and can be considered a Bengali-Hindi coproduction. While the film was produced by and stars Kapoor, it was co-directed by Bengali theater legend Sombhu Mitra and scripted by A.K. Abbas, a pillar of the early independent film movement in India. 
SFISAFF's foray into the South Bay features a pair of screenings on Sunday, September 30. The afternoon begins with a family matinee screening of Suseendiran's comedy of errors AZHAGARSWAMYIN KUDHIRAI (AZHAGARSWAMY'S HORSE), which had its debut in Toronto last year. This is followed by a reprise of last year's sold-out opening night film BIG IN BOLLYWOOD by duo Bill Bowles and Kenny Meehan (back due to popular demand) which charts the rise of Hollywood-based actor Omi Vaidya in Bollywood following the release of blockbuster 3 Idiots. 
More details on 3rd i's BOLLYWOOD AT THE CASTRO screening will be available shortly on our website. The rest of the festival details, including ticketing information and a roster of special guests, will be available beginning August 24, 2012 at: www.thirdi.org/festival
992 Valencia Street, San Francisco, CA 94110.
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