SYNOPSIS – Love Sex aur Dhokha

Secrete tales from India

Rahul, a final year film student, gears up for his diploma film. With his digital camera, with an amateur cast, he starts etching the perennial themes of the great Bollywood love epic. While testing actors for his film he falls in love with Shruti, his heroine. Their love story outside the film and the melodrama within the film have close parallels and paradoxes! Midway through the film they learn that Shruti’s marriage has been arranged by her family. But Bollywood love never ends like this. Taking a cue from his own masterpiece, Rahul decides to elope with Shruti and get married – the final act of a Bollywood romance…

Somewhere in the same city, Adarsh – an unemployed young man installs security cameras in a small upcoming 24-hour departmental store. A sudden and violent shootout in the shop brings an unexpected bonanza for the shop owner. A TV news channel buys the clip for a neat sum. Always floating bizarre scams to get rich quick, and under pressure to pay off a loan shark – Adarsh gets persuaded by his friend to record a porn clip using the surveillance cameras in the shop.  Adarsh decides to turn his attention to Rashmi, the plain nightshift girl for his porn clip. The CCTV cameras in the shop record unflinchingly their journey together…

In another corner of the city, Prabhat – once a committed sting journalist following cases of national importance – tethers on the brink of collapse. He meets Naina who is trying to commit suicide.  New in town, she’d been promised a music video by Loki Local, India’s biggest pop star but only in lieu of sexual favours. Prabhat persuades Naina to to seduce, blackmail, entrap Loki. It culminates into a final sting where Loki would be caught on tape trying to buy the footage of his indiscretion from Naina. While Prabhat shoots from his spy camera from a nearby table…

LSD is a roller coaster ride told through three different cameras that instead of passively recording the characters invades the drama, affecting the outcome of the characters’ destinies, snooping, prying, and baring the fangs of real perversion hidden deep inside all of us…

Director's Note – Love Sex aur Dhokha

The digital eye surrounds us, on TV, on the net, on the CCTV camera that snoops into every step we take, the spy cam sex scandal we enjoy on prime time TV, the home movies we make, the guilty kiss we share with someone, holding out the mobile camera at an arm’s length and the MMSs that fly around the nation. The digitized, fuzzy faces, the strobing, jerky movements, the furtive glances, the nervous camera, the clumsy, choppy edit, the scratchy sound, the repetitive slow motion, rewind and forward – to me all this is the new grammar of cinema. A language that is evolving as we speak.
I’m not interested in delivering the last word in the digital or film war - I would shoot on paper if there were a technology to do so. The only thing I’m interested in is the medium bringing its own, inseparable aesthetic to the content. Hence “Love Sex aur Dhokha”.

Three stories of love, sex and betrayal shot with three different cameras, three different eyes and attitudes. They come together at a particular point and separate again. Characters walk in from one story to the other, changing the way in which we see them, because the eye seeing them changes. The same incident, when seen from two different vantage points, visual and narrative – can veer between scarily violent to merely comic! Time is not linear. It is a slave of the narrative we’re immersed in, flowing back and forth like a memory that keeps coming alive – picking up at a point we had left off in another story. Sometimes the characters are even aware of the camera recording them. And sometimes we wonder what would have been the outcome of the story had the camera not been there.

For me, at its human core, LSD is a film about how we feel love and feel about it. Our precepts of how love should be, the received wisdom of Bollywood, and the glorious myth of all conquering power of love clash rudely with the paradoxes of our society that rejoices in sentimental mush while practically preserving all the class and caste distinctions that Bollywood “attacks”. Love, as we see it, is informed by hardcore chauvinism and rampant sexism, where wooing, heckling and treating the woman as a sex object are one and the same thing. Also, LSD looks into what has become entertainment in a society where the ultimate thrill is to be a reality show icon – with half of us looking into keyholes and the other half ready to disrobe, waiting for someone to peep in.

Love, Sex aur Dhokha 
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Director’s Biography

Dibakar Banerjee – Date of birth – 21.06.69

Email address – dibakarbanerjee@hotmail.com

After being expelled from National Institute of Design, India’s premiere design college – Dibakar blundered into advertising to get closer to film production and direction. Over the years, he directed and produced several award winning commercials.

His first feature film Khosla Ka Ghosla became a critical and commercial hit, redefining the genre and creating a new trend. It won the President's award for Best Hindi Feature Film 2007. The film was also the official selection at MoMa, New York and Stuttgart Film Festival. 

His next film Oye Lucky! Lucky Oye! was released amidst unanimous critical applause and won many popular awards. Oye Lucky was also the official selection at MoMa in 2009. It was screened at Osian 2009 and is part of the Indian Panorama at IFFI 2009. It won The National Award for BEST POPULAR FILM, 2009. 

Love Sex aur Dhokha, is Dibakar’s third film.
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